
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Le Surprise—a long lost painting by Jean-Antoine Watteau (1684-1721) was discovered several 
years ago in the corner of a British drawing room after being missing for 200 years. The painting was 
sold at Christie’s in 2008 for $24.39 million. 
       How true today with nature, God’s great work of art. Nature in the age of technology is a 
masterpiece that we caretakers, frequently all too careless, have relegated largely to the attic. We need 
to rediscover God’s masterpiece. Doing that would help us recapture valuable insight into the 
personality and character of the Artist. God’s Creation after all is priceless! In light of that, today we 
are considering this question: How do you, how do I, treat the earth with respect and with a sense of 
God’s splendor in creation? The goal for this day is to recapture creation care as a spiritual issue, not a 
political one. God has given us a charge to care for the earth, working it and tending it. The fall 
brought about struggle in that care, but in the future all the parts of creation will relate as God 
intended. 
       We should rediscover this work of art that God made and see how incredible and special it is. This 
has been the goal of my vocational life and ministry as a camp director and university professor. In 
Genesis 1 & 2, God declared his creation good and very good! As storytellers repeat things for 
emphasis and to enhance memory, so each act of creation is described as good, very good. Christians 
believe that God has written two books: world and Word. These books—nature and the Bible—are 
different in both form and function. Through creation we know about God, but through the Bible, we 
can know God Himself. We have access to God’s grace in salvation through the Bible. Both books are 
powerful and should be revered. 
       So, we need to open our senses to God’s World book. Maltbie Babcock, a pastor in 1901 of a 
church on the Hudson River, would often tell his secretary after lunch, “I’m going out into my Father’s 
world.” Later in his ministry, he penned the familiar hymn “This Is My Father’s World.”  
       In the 4th century Augustine said, “Some people in order to discover God, read books, but there is 
a great book: the very appearance of created things. Look above you! Look below you! God, whom 
you want to discover, never wrote that book with ink; instead he set before your eyes the things that he 
has made. Can you ask for a louder voice? Why, heaven and earth shout to you ‘He made us.’” 
       The great evangelical scholar John Stott said: “The creation is a visible disclosure of the invisible 
God, an intelligible disclosure of the otherwise unknown God. Just as artists reveal themselves in what 
they draw, paint and sculpt, so the Divine Artist has revealed himself in his creation.” 
       Paul says in Romans 1:20 that no one is excused for refusing to believe our Creator exists. The 
world is God’s apologetic about himself. 
 
       We should understand why he gave nature to us. Remember we are part of that creation: Psalm 
139:14 states: “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well.” Nature helps us see God’s attributes through his creation—his majesty, care, 
wisdom. Job 37:14 encourages us to “stop and consider God’s wonders.” We have multiple 
opportunities for praise and worship of God through nature in song and Scripture.  
        
 

I find it fascinating when a lost art treasure is discovered 
collecting dust in someone’s neglected attic or storeroom. 
Often the artwork’s possessors simply don’t know what 
they have, and consequently pay little attention to it. �

�����������	
�
�����
���������� �
�����������	
��������
����
����
�������
����������������������
��
�
���
��������	
������

�

Page 1 of 3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       In the Gospels, most of Jesus’ parables and spiritual teachings are based on objects in nature -
sheep, vines, fish, wheat, weeds, and so forth. If we aren’t familiar with those natural objects we miss 
the significance of the lessons Jesus intended. I urge you to get outdoors this summer, you and your 
family or friends.  
       Children who have no contact with the outdoor world are robbed of the physical and emotional 
good of being outdoors, and are robbed of that sense of wonder and the spiritual lessons that are taught 
by God through his creation. When I directed Tilikum’s day camp program in the 1970s my goal was 
to introduce children to the wonders of God’s creation. The reason I volunteer in my retirement at the 
Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge in Sherwood Oregon as a naturalist, is to help children and 
youth become excited about the outdoors and the things God created. 
       But bottom line as humans, we are dependent upon God’s created world for our very survival - air, 
water, plants, animals, fish, and each other. The true condition of our world today is shocking. Millions 
die unnecessary deaths each year from lack of safe drinking water. The earth’s diverse creatures, from 
tropical bugs to arctic animals, are facing extinction. Air in many of our most populated cities isn’t fit 
to breathe. Dense rain forests, which hold medicinal power and incredible biodiversity, are being laid 
bare. Soil in many places is unfit for farming, landfills are quickly piling up, and carbon emissions are 
at egregious levels. We must acknowledge that as humans we are abusing the earth.  
       So what should we do? We should take care of his creation, for our sake and for future 
generations. If you love a parent, sibling, spouse, friend, or neighbor, you would certainly treat his or 
her belongings respectfully. The same respect should be offered to God. His artistic workmanship (all 
of creation) should be taken care of. I urge you this morning to join in the company of a huge crowd of 
people who honor God and care for His creation, some names you’ll recognize, some you won’t: 
Francis of Assisi, John Muir, Francis Schaeffer, C.S. Lewis, Wendell Berry, Tony Campolo, Chuck 
Colson, Eugene Peterson, Dean Ohlman, Corey Beals, Dave Brown, Mark and Lisa McMinn, and me. 
Maybe you are already part of the crowd also and can insert your name. 
       I urge us to become earth keepers, stewards, trustees, caretakers. We must keep the balance 
between Genesis 1:28 where God said to Adam to subdue and rule over creation, and Genesis 2:15 
where God told Adam to work and take care of the garden. I cannot pretend that either passage stands 
alone and cannot overemphasize the one that I find more palatable. A proper understanding of the 
divine plan must bring both passages into harmony. Briefly then Genesis 1:28 calls us to take control 
of creation, we are to exercise the authority God gives us over the earth. We are servants of the owner, 
God. As earthly rulers we do not have carte blanche freedom. We rule the earth as “benevolent kings.” 
The entire creation is still God’s although we have been entrusted with a measure of authority. At no 
point did God give humans ownership—merely authority. 
       In Genesis 2:15 dominion as stewardship becomes clear when we are told to work and take care of 
creation. This is utilitarian work. To work and take care of creation are actions taken not primarily for 
our sake, but for the good of the object - the creation. The keeping of the garden is not just for human 
comfort, but is a kind of preservation. As earth keepers we will be much more likely to care for things 
entrusted to us—our own yards and our possessions, our church facility, the college campus, streets 
and parks, beautiful places across this land - and help people we’re aware of all over the world who 
have needs due to environmental catastrophes.  
        

Some years ago Nancy Woodward wrote a poem during an 
early morning walk around the lake at Tilikum. See if you 
can visualize the nature objects she uses to bring a spiritual 
lesson. “The cool night air lingers into the dawn. The 
morning warmth causes the mist to rise off the lake. O Lord, 
warm my heart like you warm the morning air. Let your 
presence be my sun, causing the cool, foggy mist of doubts 
and confusion to rise and evaporate as I learn more of the 
warmth and security of your presence.” 
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       Many of us do care about and are caring for God’s creation. There is still time to reverse many of 
our misdeeds as we work with the healing processes of nature to restore the water and air quality, save 
many endangered species, and let “the heavens declare the glory of God.” More and more people are 
considering the challenge to Job in Job 37:14 to “stop and consider God’s wonders.” 
       My purpose is not to make you feel guilty, or to get you to jump on the environmental bandwagon 
because it neither is trendy, nor is it to give you a grocery list of things you should be doing as an earth 
keeper. However, our convictions and beliefs must become tangible. James warns us about saying we 
believe and then not acting on those beliefs. Many resources are available for things we can do in our 
environmental sphere of influence.  
       Dean Ohlman of Radio Bible Class Ministries in Grand Rapids, MI said: “I’m convinced that by 
not showing that we care about and for God’s good earth, the church is missing one of the best 
opportunities we have to demonstrate a significant reality about the Gospel: that our Savior is also the 
Creator and he will one day redeem his entire creation.  Such a hope is found only in the Word—a 
hope desperately needed by many who now hope only in movements such as Earth Day.” 
       Charles Colson, in his book The Body, said: “We should be contending for truth in every area of 
life. Not for power or because we are taken with some trendy cause, but humbly to bring glory to God. 
For this reason, Christians should be the most ardent ecologists.” 
       To summarize-- Nature is God’s great work of art. As we rediscover it, may we be led to rejoice 
in all its beauty and with wholeheartedness rescue and take care of God’s creation for our sake and 
for God’s glory.  
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